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of his predecessor, Niccol6 Capponi,11 he was a worthy and
patriotic head of the Government. But the chief hero of the
defence is Florence's noble general, Francesco Ferrucci, who
well deserved the niche in Florence's temple of fame which
he has gained. Keeping the field, and holding the neighbour-
ing town of Empoli, he managed steadily to pour in thence
supplies into Florence, again and again defeating the Imperial
detachments with his numerically inferior forces, and ham-
pering the Prince of Orange by the knowledge that there was
an army in the field on his flank; and so well did he main-
tain his country's cause that it became at length evident
that the Imperial army would never take Florence so long
rs Ferrucci remained unconquered.

It would have been well for Florence if her forces within
the city had been commanded by a man of like character;
but here she had made the fatal mistake of employing a for-
eigner, Malatesta Baglioni, one of that blood-stained family
who had previously ruled Perugia; and this caused her de-
feat. He was a traitor from the very first, and had sold the
cause he was engaged to defend. Gino Capponi states that
before the siege began Baglioni received from the Pope a
written document promising him the lordship of Perugia,
confirming any terms which he might make with the Prince
of Orange, and conveying absolution for all crimes which
\e might commit dunng the siege of Florence.12 Neverthe-
less, though the garrison was so badly commanded, the Im-
perial army failed to gain any success; in the sorties and
skirmishes which took place almost daily, and were fought
with great ferocity, the Florentines nearly always prevailed;
and in December a well-arranged sortie of three thousand
men under Stefano Colonna13 was so successful that the
besieging army would probably have been routed had it not
been for the treachery of Baglioni, who sounded the retreat
when Colonna's forces were carrying all before them.

Month after month the struggle continued, and by degrees
one after another of Florence's subject towns were captured,